Ring sequestrum: radiographic characteristics of skeletal fixation pin-tract osteomyelitis.
Major pin-tract infections are a potentially dangerous complication associated with the use of skeletal transfixation pins. The presence of a characteristic radiographic finding, the ring sequestrum, is virtually diagnostic of this abnormality. The clinical and radiographic findings in seven patients treated for this complication are presented. Thermal necrosis without infection presents as a zone of sclerosis around the tract. A narrow, radiolucent halo may surround the dense bone. When a narrow ring sequestrum is surrounded by a radiolucent halo, there is associated infection.